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PUBLIC HEALTH CARE 


Public health care in Vietnam today rivals that of any country in a 
comparable state of national development. 1 Massive assistance by .U. S. 
and other nations has helped to make it so. Increasing attention and 
commitment to this sector of the national life on the part of the 
Vietnamese government itself also has helped to better care for those 

hurt by the war. 

The base of public health care--the hospitals and medical training 
institutions - -has been broadened. Thus there is'now a growing corps 
of doctors, dentists and nurses to better able to meet today's con- 
tinuing needs and those of tomorrow as well. 
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Ten years ago there was one doctor for every 17, 000 people. Today 
there is one doctor for every 12,000 people. While this ratio is hardly 
comparable to the one doctor for every 650 people in the United States, 
it does represent the trend of significant forward movement. 

The Changing Emphasis 

Until as recently as 1967, the big emphasis was on curing. Today it is 
shifting toward preventing disease. Since it is estimated that more than 
half of Vietnam's patients are suffering from a preventable disease, the 
potential for improvement in the health situation is obvious. In the 
United States we began this change fairly early in our own history, 
starting in 1850, but it was a long time after that before we as a nation 
considered the problem of disease under control. 

In other concrete terms, there are today many large hospitals in 
Vietnam. A few years ago one found few outside of Saigon. There are 
today more than 3, 000 government maternities, dispensaries, and 
health stations serving the people of villages and hamlets in remote 
areas of the country where virtually none existed a few years ago. 

Vietnamese civilian. hospitals assisted by U. S. and Free World medical 
teams can now take care of nearly three patients for every two they were 

able to treat in 1966. There were 144, 000 patients a month then 

outpatients and admissions compared with 215, 000 per month now. 

Immunizations coupled with better all-round sanitation and health 
practices have lessened the incidence of smallpox, cholera and plague. 

In three years the number of immunizations against these three diseases 
given yearly has been increased nearly four times: 4, 100, 000 in 1966 
to more than. 20, 000, 000 in 1968. 
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